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for twenty-one years. Upon his release in 1667 he made an attempt to teach astronomy and the science of the calendar at Nagasaki,1 though with what success is unknown, and it is recorded that in the year of his death, 1683, at the age of eighty-two, he was able to correct an error in the computation of an eclipse of the sun as recorded in the official calendar.2 Hayashi was executed in 1646. While it is probable that these men did not know much of the European mathematics of the time, it is inconceivable that they were unaware of the general trend of the science, and that they should fail to give to inquirers some hint as to the nature of this work.
A little later than the time of Kobayashi there appeared still another scholar who knew the Dutch astronomy, one Nishikawa Joken, who was invited by the Shogun Yoshimune to compile the official calendar. As already stated, the latter was himself a dilletante in astronomy, and it was due to his foresight and to that of Nakane Genkei that the ban upon European books was raised in 1720. From this time on the astronomy of the West became well known in Japan, and scholars like Nagakubo Sekisui, Mayeno Ryotaku, Shizuki Tadao, Asada Goryu, and Takahashi Shiji were thoroughly acquainted with the works of the Dutch writers upon the subject. ^
The conclusion appears from present evidence to be that some knowledge of European mathematics began to find its
pression  of Christianity,  the  result  being  such a bloody persecution that a rebellion broke out at Shimabara, not far from Nagasaki, in  1637. * ENDO, Book II, p. 76.
2  ENDO, Book II, p. 18.
3  Mayeno   is   said   to  have  also   had  a  Dutch   arithmetic   in   1772,   but the   title is not known.    ENDO, Book III,  p. 7.    On  this  question  of  the influence  of the Dutch  see   HAYASHF,   T.,   How  have  the Japanese used the Dutch books imported frojn Holland, in the Nieuw Archief voor Wiskunde, reeks 2, deel 7,  1905, p. 42; 1906, *p. 39, and later, where it appears that most of the Dutch works known in Japan are relatively late.   On the interesting history of the  Portuguese writer  known  as Sawano Chuan,  see MIICA.MI, Y., in the Nieuw Archie/voor Wiskunde, reeks 2, deel  10, and the Annals Srientijicos da Academia Polytechnica do Porto, vol. 7.